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The river teems eyeless and unseeing, blind

swimmers gilled and transparent, clouded

over, scaled. Our eyes are made to see

crickets groping in darkness, stumbling

over hermaphroditic newts. Bats cling

and water drips, build build build.

Have you lived

in midnight creek beds? Swam

in blackness with white swans and ducks?

Felt their webbed legs on your saturated skin

as you float on the silted rock bo+om?

Have you felt the contents of the world?

Water spiders skimming a surface

slick with oil and yesterdays egg and bacon

grease, fried bananas and fish.

I saw the leaves si+ing blackened

the fall of the blackbird into another’s nest, strangers

at their bus stops rearranging scarves. 

I’ve seen branches

against moonlit stars,

a flock missing a leader, wandering

aimless in crowded skies.

PROGRAM NOTES:

Conyer Clayton is an American poet living in Canada. Her poetry is alive; filled with imagery 

of experience. Contents speaks of the soul through an exploration of nature. The act of living brings 

out a wealth of emotion, and often that emotion can take an unexpected turn.



PERFORMANCE NOTES:

TUNING

DADGBE

HARMONICS

Diamond shaped notes are harmonics. Along with the string number above them,they indicate 

where the harmonic should be played (not the resulting pitch.) For example, the first measure 

displays three diamond-shaped notes as F, E, and F# on the 6th, 5th, and 4th strings. The sounding 

notesshould be C, E, and F#. Several of these harmonics will be difficult to reproduce clearly and 

strongly.  All harmonics require a pick. 

SOSTENUTO

Be aware of sost. lines and notes with ties-going-to-nowhere. These are supposed to ring out until

the sost. line ends.

GLISSANDOS & BENDS

All glissandos and bends begin immediately and should occupy the full duration of the initial note. 

RIGHT HAND TAPPING

Right hand tapping  (tap sul tasto) is executed by striking the string with a finger of the strumming

hand directly behind the notated fret. This is notated as a "T" above the note.

AMPLIFICATION

Amplification of the electric guitar should be produced with a small tube amp. The maximum volume 

of the amp should be set to a level that matches an agressively strummed tremolo to a soprano's 

fortissimo. The tube amp, along with a good player, should be able to create a wide dynamic range at 

this level. If the player cannot play at pianissimo, the amp is too loud. 

FEATHERED BEAMING

All feathered beaming should be played as an unspecified number of notes. The stems notated in 

the gesture indicate an approximation of density, not an exact number of a+acks.

DURATION

10 Minutes
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