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Program Note

David Autin's poem elicits an ever-changing image of the moon. Each miniature 

presents a new month, coming and going as fast as the seasons. With every new 

moon comes a new identity.

Lunar	Year:	Twelve	Asterisms	of	the	Moons	

by	David	Autin	

January	

					There	are	three	silent	things:	the	fallen	snow,	the	dark	of	the	moon,	the	dead	

					whom	we	loved.	

February	

					Cold	as	death,	cold	even	as	despair,	is	the	eye	of	the	winter	moon.	

March	

					Though	the	winds	are	rough,	they	do	not	trouble	the	serenity	of	the	moon.	

April	

					Time	has	sharpened	the	bright	moon	to	so	fine	a	point	that	it	can	prick	the	

					sleeping	ocean	without	waking	her	up.	

May	

					The	smiles	of	the	moon	are	the	lovers’	lamp:	it	burns	brighter	for	their	passion.	

	June	

					The	half-moon	limps	through	its	hour	of	darkness	--	a	broken	heart	seeking	for	

					what	it	has	lost.	

July	

					Clumsy	moon!	Are	you	tangled	again	in	the	coils	of	the	summer	stars?	

August	

					In	the	mirror	of	the	lake	lies	another	heaven	where	another	moon	bathes	

					among	stars	we	do	not	know.	

September	

					An	old	china	plate	sits	sulking	in	the	sky:	I	guess	the	spoon	ran	away	with	

					someone	else.	

October	

					This	autumn	moon,	like	a	great	pale	moth	yearning	for	the	candle	of	the	sun.	

November	

					I	see	your	bow,	but	where	are	you	hiding,	Huntress	of	the	stars?	

December	

					The	sun	sets,	but	the	full	moon	rises	in	prophecy	and	promise	of	sunrises	yet	

					to	come.	
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