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This Cannot Be Stolen



(a) Any person who violates section 506(a) (relating to criminal offenses) of title 17

shall be punished as provided in subsections (b), (c), and (d) and such penalties 

shall be in addition to any other provisions of title 17 or any other law. (b) Any 

person who commits an offense under section 506 (a)(1)(A) of title 17 —(1) shall 

be imprisoned not more than 5 years, or fined in the amount set forth in this title, 

or both, if the offense consists of the reproduction or distribution, including by 

electronic means, during any 180-day period, of at least 10 copies or phonorecords, 

of 1 or more copyrighted works, which have a total retail value of more than 

$2,500; (2) shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years, or fined in the amount set 

forth in this title, or both, if the offense is a felony and is a second or subsequent 

offense under subsection (a); and (3) shall be imprisoned not more than 1 year, or 

fined in the amount set forth in this title, or both, in any other case.(c) Any person 

who commits an offense under section 506(a)(1)(B) of title 17 —(1) shall be 

imprisoned not more than 3 years, or fined in the amount set forth in this title, or 

both, if the offense consists of the reproduction or distribution of 10 or more copies 

or phonorecords of 1 or more copyrighted works, which have a total retail value of 

$2,500 or more; (2) shall be imprisoned not more than 6 years, or fined in the 

amount set forth in this title, or both, if the offense is a felony and is a second or 

subsequent offense under subsection (a); and (3) shall be imprisoned not more than 

1 year, or fined in the amount set forth in this title, or both, if the offense consists of 

the reproduction or distribution of 1 or more copies or phonorecords of 1 or more 

copyrighted works, which have a total retail value of more than $1,000.(d) Any 

person who commits an offense under section 506(a)(1)(C) of title 17 —(1) shall be 

imprisoned not more than 3 years, fined under this title, or both;(2) shall be 

imprisoned not more than 5 years, fined under this title, or both, if the offense was 

committed for purposes of commercial advantage or private financial gain

Excerpt from Copyright Law of the United States of America and Related Laws 

Contained in Title 17 of the United States Code, Circular 92, Appendix VII. 

Selected Provisions of the U.S. Code Relating to Copyright, Title 18 - Crimes 

and Criminal Procedure, Part I - Crimes, Chapter 113 - Stolen Property



Program Note:

Excerpt from Sketch of a New Esthetic of Music, by Ferruccio Busoni, 1911.

"...We talk of "classics" and  "hallowed traditions"! And we have talked of them for 

a long time! We have formulated rules, stated principles, laid down laws; -we apply 

laws made for maturity to a child that knows nothing of responsibility! This child - 

it floats on air! It touches not the earth with it's feet. It knows no law of gravitation. It 

is wellnigh incorporeal. Its material is transparent. It is sonorous air. It is almost 

Nature herself. It is  - free. But freedom is something that mankind have never wholly 

comprehended, never realized to the full. They can neither recognize nor acknowledge 

it.They disavow the mission of this child; they hang weights upon it. This buoyant 

creature must walk decently, like anybody else. It may scarcely be allowed to leap - 

when it were its joy to follow the line of the rainbow, and to break sunbeams with the 

clouds. Music was born free; and to win freedom is its destiny....its emotion seizes the 

human heart with that intensity which is independent of the "idea."

		

Simultaneously,	music	is	intended	to	be	an	expression	of	human	nature	and	a

commodity	to	be	bought	and	sold.	The	text	in	this	piece	is	excerpted	from	

Ferruccio	Busoni's	essay	on	the	aesthetic	of	music,	juxtaposed	against	the	

analytic	tone	of	U.S.	Copyright	Law.
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